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DOCUMENTARY 

Letter of William S. Pickrell to Sanford Watson. 

Mechanicsburg, 111., March 18th, 1850. 
Dear Brother: 

It is now near one year since you left Springfield, and 
we have not had a line from you. We are now anxiously 
looking for letters, as several have received them from friends 
who started with you last spring. 

This leaves my family all well, and all of our friends and 
relatives in usual health so far as we know. I have not been 
out to hear much news, as my leg was broken over five weeks 
ago, and I am now just able to walk a little. Our country 
has been unusually healthy for two years, though there has 
been some sickness lately. Edden Lewis has died and some of 
the Shoups on Sugar Creek, also Bill Taff, our neighbor, 
and there may be some others, but I do not recall any that 
you or I would know. 

This has been an uncommonly warm winter. I have sown 
my oats and there is considerable plowing done. 

The cholera, that much dreaded disease, did not reach us 
last year ; it did not leave the watercourses and thoroughfares 
much. Samuel Baker died of it. The citizens of Springfield 
cleansed their city and I never knew it to be as healthy as it 
was last year. 

Illinois is more prosperous than perhaps at any former 
period ; the influence of the operation of the railroad has given 
a different aspect to things in the surrounding country, in 
the way of lumber especially. 

They slaughtered a great many hogs here last Fall, the 
stock on the road from Springfield to Alton has been -taken 
and the work commenced. There seems to be considerable 
excitement in N. Y. on the subject of railroads. 

I think our State will do some better under the present 
constitution. We had a called session last Fall, the expendi- 
tures of the State being so much reduced it gives a general 
impetus to the minds of the people. Property is higher than 
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it has been for many years. The inflatus of the CaHfornia 
gold has found its way here. Mules are up to $100.00 and 
$120.00, oxen about $75.00, beef cattle on foot $4.00 to $5.00, 
wheat $1.00, flour $6.00. Lands have gone up from 20 to 
50 per cent. Most all the land in the State has been taken 
by warrants speculation, lands are being improved and men 
are settling all about thru, the large prairies; but enough on 
this subject. 

The gold mania has not subsided, it is thought by some 
that there will be a larger emigration to California this year 
than last, not many, however, from Springfield. I do not 
hear of many going to Oregon, though from the last accounts 
we get from there I should think the latter place the most 
certain for a fortune. A great many who went to California 
have returned and from what I can learn, two-thirds have 
come back poorer than they went. A great many have died. 

We have had no letters from Jim McNabb yet, nor no 
direct information, tho. many of the Springfield men have 
written home. We learned that Bolivar (Alvey) went to 
Oregon. I wrote a letter about three months ago to James 
(Watson) which if you get will inform you of Madaline's 
death. She has been dead about ten months. Her family 
are in Iowa. Fisher is doing well. He and Todd Thompson 
have a store here. 

Sister Ann's health is good. Adelaide has a baby boy. 
John Elkin has moved to town. Evelyn's health is poor. 
Lucretia has another boy. 

Now, Sanford, if you have not already written anything 
in relation to your country, I wish you to do it, as we all 
feel more interest in Oregon than we used to. The distance 
does not seem so great as formerly and there are more induce- 
ments since you all are there. I should like to know how 
things did look to you, compared with what you expected. 

I want to know the relative value of the country independ- 
ent of the gold influence, for none of us know what that will 
produce. I want to know what Oregon can or will do in 
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regard to her climate and soil, water and timber, etc., when 
it is all settled how much country can be cultivated to ad- 
vantage and what will it produce ? And what is the difference 
in value between the product of an equal acreage in these 
prairies and Oregon? What advantage would Oregon have 
in confining stock on the same number of acres, Winter and 
Summer? The impression here is that your animals will 
do better Spring and Fall and some Winters, than in Summer. 
I do not suppose that you can answer all these questions as 
fully now, or that you are as fully satisfied as to what the 
country is or how you will like it, as you will be after you 
remain in it longer, but you can form a pretty good idea 
from what you have seen and the experience of others. We 
want you to write every three months, and we will get it 
some time. 

Your Brother, 
William S. Pickrell. 
Jo. Young, James Brown, and Steven Hupey will take this 
letter, whom, when you see will give you the particulars. — 

w. s. p. 



Note. — W. S. Pickrell was Sanford Watson's sister's husband ^ (Amanda 
Watson). They never came to Oregon. Were a prominent family in Illinois 
and have descendants in Springfield and Chicago who would enjoy this letter. 
Samuel Baker, mentioned in the letter, was a brother of Col. E. D. Baker, his wife 
was Cecilia Elder, sister of Sanford Watson's wife. This letter was folded and 
sealed without an envelope. — Lillian G. Applegate. 



